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Meet the Staff: Mark Larson

To say that the controller of the
Hartsdale Pet Cemetery and
Crematory took a somewhat
circuitous route to get here would be
putting it mildly.

“After graduating from high school 1
joined the U.S. Navy for an
adventure and to see the world,”
says Mark Larson. “I saw the world
all right: South America, Hawaii, the
Philippines, Scotland, Italy, France
and both U.S. coasts.” He first saw
the cemetery shortly after marrying
his wife, Mary Louise, in 1992. A
Hartsdale resident, Mary Louise took
Mark to the cemetery “looking for
that elusive elephant that is not
buried here,” he says. Never
realizing he would ever work here,
Mark says, “the cemetery was like no
place I had ever seen. I was
mesmerized not only by the age and
beauty of the grounds but more of
the sentiments carved into the
monuments...the heartfelt tributes
expressed for all to see.”

The North Dakota native had alwayvs
been a pet-owner as he and his two

brothers had more than their share
of pets growing up ranging from
dogs, cats, turtles, horses and the
occasional salamander “much to the
delight and sometimes dismay of
our mom.”

It was in 1994 while attending

Westchester Community College
that Mark met a friend of Director
Ed Martin’s who told him that the

cemetery was seeking a night
bookkeeper. ”“1 remembered
walking through the cemetery

earlier so I set up an appointment
for a job interview. 1 knew from the
start 1T would love working here,
Wearing a jacket and tie I was
greeted on the porch of the sales
office by Ed and his son, Ed Martin
I1I, and the Grossos, Pat and Fran. 1
took the job on the spot feeling
immediately 1 had become part of
the family.”

Mark worked nights until he
received an associate’s degree from
WCC and transferred to Dace
University where he ultimately was
awarded a BA in accounting.
Eventually he was offered a full-
time position. “Tt was a huge
decision realizing that I would
probably be here forever,”
remembers Mark.

“Even now when I leave my desk
and wander around the grounds,
much like I did during my first visit,
I still feel an overwhelming sense of
peacefulness and calm that makes
this place so special and close to my
heart.”

Please Participate in the Hartsdale Pet Cemetery Beautification Program

If yvou would like to participate, just complete the enrollment form below and return it to us along with your

check made payable to " The Friends of the Peaceable Kingdom in Hartsdale.”

Clip Here

Yes. 1 would like to participate in the Hartsdale Pet Cemetery Beautification Program as indicated below:

I:I - Individual Enrollment - $10

Family Enrollment - $15

Return Enrollment Form to:

Name

Address

City State Zip Code

Please send additional information about ways I can help B YES D NO

Hartsdale Pet Cemetery

75 North Central Park Avenue

Hartsdale, NY 10530




